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On March 31st, Pro-Vision hosted its Final Four Kickoff event at the University of St. Thomas.  Featured speakers at this event included broadcasting personalities Dick Vitale, Jay Bilas, and Pro-Vision Executive Board member Jeff Van Gundy.  Over 300 guests were in attendance.  Denise Stark was the lucky winner of 2 tickets to the Final Four semi-finals on April 1st.  Pro-Vision would like to thank executive board members Will Bowen, Ira Weizel, and Jeff Van Gundy for their tireless work on this event, and thanks to all who attended for investing in the life of another.  
	 Derrick Brown - College Bound Senior, 
 Aspiring Doctor, and Pro-Vision Alumnus 
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As any educator will tell you, the hardest part about teaching is that you rarely see the fruits of your labor.  All too often, teachers pour their hearts and souls into developing the minds of young people, only to have their students graduate and never be heard from again.  However, every now and then they are fortunate enough to find out that a former student has become enormously successful, and their years of thankless work suddenly feel justified.  For us at Pro-Vision, one of those moments occurred the other day when we sat down with Pro-Vision alumnus Derrick Brown.   

Derrick graduated from the Pro-Vision Middle School in 2007, and is currently a member of the Job Enterprise Academy and the Manhood Development Academy.  Derrick will be graduating number 7 in his class from the Contemporary Learning Center High School (CLC) and will be attending the University of Texas-San Antonio in the fall, where he will study biology.    "I think that attending college will help me achieve my long term goals," explains Derrick.  

Reflecting on his time at Pro-Vision, Derrick recalls that "My father wasn't really there for me, so Pro-Vision became that father figure that I needed.  It taught me things I needed to know, like how to respect myself and treat others well."  When asked about his favorite coaches, Derrick responds that "I liked Mrs. Tate and Coach KP, because even though they wouldn't let us get away with anything, they treated us fairly and didn't choose favorites"

Derrick is also currently a Nickel level member of the Manhood Development Academy, where he has been a member for 6 years.  "Now that I've been in the Academy for awhile, I really enjoy helping the new members get acclimated to the structure."  Derrick is also a member of the Job Enterprise Academy, where he recently completed an internship at Gulf Winds International.  "The internship was difficult at first, because you had to learn to multi-task.  But after awhile I found that I enjoyed the challenge"

After college, Derrick hopes to attend medical school.  "A lot of people in my family have health issues, so I want to be a doctor so that I can help my family and people like them."  Derrick's brother Cedric, also a Pro-Vision alumnus, will be graduating number 8 in his class from CLC, and is interested in attending law school.  
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Spring in Bloom - Urban Farm Update
Aided by 8th graders Sidney Ibarra and Jesus Sosa, staff horticulturalist Kay Harnden can hardly contain her excitement when asked about the progress of Pro-vision's Seeding Hope/Urban Farm project.  "I couldn't be more excited about what we've got going here.  To think that the things our young men have nurtured will find its way to the tables of our neighbors, the elderly and others who don't have viable food choices available to them is a bit overwhelming.  I couldn't be more proud of them or what they're producing", said Kay. 

 

Situated on three acres of Pro-Vision's 21 acre campus, the Urban Farm Program yields a variety of crops which are managed and overseen by both professional staff and Pro-Vision students.  The crops are rotated and harvested three times a year.  

 

Currently ready to be harvested are several rows of kale, collard greens, and two types of beets. Not far behind will be bounties of strawberries, sugar snap peas, and cilantro.  Also, the young men have recently planted tomatoes, a bush bean trio, red leaf lettuce, and both hot and sweet peppers.  

 

Specialty crops being cultivated include gourmet herbs marketed directly to chefs of many of Houston's finest restaurants, tomatillos, and a special order direct from H.E.B.  Portions of the yield will also be sold at the Sunnyside Farmer's Market each month, at seasonal Festivals throughout Houston, and in local grocery stores like H.E.B.

 

 
 Pro-Vision Track places 4th in State 
The Pro-Vision track and field team's first season came to an end last weekend, as the young men of Pro-Vision finished fourth place overall in the Texas Charter School Academic and Athletic League [image: image5.jpg]


("TCSAAL") State Championship meet.  Lead by coaches Tim Tate, Jamayne Williams, and Christopher Gillis, the Warriors performance was the cap to an overwhelmingly successful first season.  

 

The Warriors began their season by taking first place overall at the TCSAAL Open on February 26, and followed that victory with another overall first place finish at the TCSAAL state qualifier on March 5.  Standout runner Lonny Collins emerged during this time as a leader on the team, taking first place honors in multiple events.

 

At the state meet held at LBJ High School in Austin, Damarcus Powell placed 2nd in shot put, Lonny Collins placed 1st in the 800 meter, and a four man team composed of Johnathan Coleman, Darious Thomas, Marcus Solete, and Damarcus Powell placed 2nd in the 4 x 100 relay.  

 Pro-Vision Makes the Cut 

The Houston Chronicle recently reported that Pro-Vision has made the first cut in the selection of schools seeking to become Open Enrollment State Charter Schools.  Only 32 schools in Texas and 14 in Houston made it though to the next round.  For more info, check out the original article.

 


	Final Thoughts from Coach Roy
I hope you've enjoyed reading about the recent accomplishments of Pro-Vision and the young men it serves.    Thank you for staying informed, and thank you for your continued support.

  

Sincerely, 

  

[image: image3.png]



  

  

Roynell Young

Founder & CEO

 


	

	


