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	Greetings!  

Welcome to the February 2011 edition of the Pro-Vision Newsletter.  This month we learn about Roynell Young's work with the U.S. Department of State, celebrate HISD's recognition of Pro-Vision, and recall the recent Mother-Son Sweetheart Dance.

Pro-Vision Advises the International Mentoring Community
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Among the long list of accomplishments and honors that Pro-Vision has received over the years, it can now add international advisor to the list.   

 

On January 31st Founder and CEO of Pro-Vision Roynell Young ("Coach Roy") was the invited guest of the United States Department of State during a video conference with community leaders in Bosnia and Herzegovina.  The point of the conference was for the leader of a successful American mentorship program to advise international community leaders on how to create their own thriving mentorship programs.  Naturally, they called on Coach Roy and Pro-Vision.

 

For the better part of an hour, Coach Roy fielded questions from a 15 person panel composed of a wide range of Bosnian and Herzegovinian leaders.  Coach Roy provided the panel with advice on how to recruit and train mentors, how to earn the trust of young people, and how to develop a mentorship curriculum. One recurring question from the panel concerned what kind of activities should be sponsored by a mentorship program.  Coach Roy answered by talking about the Manhood Development Academy's community service trips and mental-moral challenges, but also emphasized that the exact type of activities conducted in their own programs would have to be unique to Bosnian and Herzegovinian culture.  At the conclusion of the conference, Coach Roy praised the panel members for their service to their respective communities and encouraged them to forge ahead with their programs.

 

Due to the success of this conference, the Department of State has asked Coach Roy to speak to a similar group of community leaders from Hungary in the near future.  
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	My Favorite Girl Dance
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The young men of Pro-Vision treated their mothers to an evening of fine food, dancing, and poetry at Pro-Vision's first annual, "My Favorite Girl Dance: A Celebration of Mothers and Sons.  For the event, the multipurpose room of Pro-Vision School was transformed into an elegant ballroom fit for a queen, with tables adorned in pink and red rose petals, champagne glasses filled with cider, and festive balloons scattered abundantly across the ceiling.  

 
Sponsored in part by Pro-Vision Advisory Board Members James Harrison, Tanner Garth, and Tim McCloskey, the event, held Saturday, February 12, 2011, was attended by more than 200 students, mothers, staff members, and families of Pro-Vision. 

 

The dance was the brainchild of Pro-Vision's Chief Administrator, Mrs. Carrie Tate.  Remarking about the inspiration for the affair, Mrs. Tate said, "One day while cleaning the house with my son Malcolm, he turned to me and said - - for no reason at all - - Mom?... Do you know you'll always be my favorite girl?  I was overwhelmed by the innocence and sincerity of his words, and I thought... How wonderful it would be if every mother had the chance to feel the way I do right now?"  

 

The evening featured a full course, buffet dinner, and even homemade cupcakes and chocolate dipped strawberries for the guests to enjoy.  The climax of the evening came when all the Pro-Vision students in attendance, led by Tyson Williams, D'Anthony Davis, and Jalon Hall recited a heartfelt poem just before the main course was served; followed immediately by the boys sharing a single, red or pink carnation with their... 'Favorite Girl'!
 
This event would not have been a hit were it not for extraordinarily dedicated Pro-Vision volunteer/parents like Ms. Marilyn Osborne, Mr. & Mrs. Wright, Mr. & Mrs. Calvin and Ebony McLauren, and many others.  

HISD Recognizes Pro-Vision
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HISD Superintendant Terry Grier and Opel Simmons III

Pro-Vision, the first single gender public school in the State of Texas, was chosen to be one of only 10 schools featured at HISD's State of the Schools Luncheon.  This was quite an honor, considering that HISD consists of 298 elementary, middle, high, and charter schools.

 

The event, held February 17, 2011 at the Hilton America's Hotel, was attended by more than 2,000 community/civic leaders, elected officials, HISD personnel and key staff, parents, students, and press.

 

As the only charter school to be featured, the event afforded Pro-Vision staff an excellent opportunity to highlight its numerous achievements during the school's 16 year partnership with HISD.  It also allowed Pro-Vision a chance to tout the merits of its unique approach to educating tomorrow's community leaders.  

 

Among the visitors to the Pro-Vision exhibit were Dr. Terry Grier, Superintendent of Schools for HISD, Hon. Paula Harris, President of the Board of Trustees for HISD, Dr. S. Dallas Dance, Chief School Officer for Middle Schools at HISD, and HISD School Board Member Larry Marshall.  

The Final Four Kickoff is Fast Aproaching
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On March 31st, Pro-Vision will host a Final Four Kickoff party at the University of St. Thomas.   Featured speakers at this event include broadcasting personalities Dick Vitale, Jay Bilas, and Pro-Vision Executive Board member Jeff Van Gundy.  Tables are available for $2,500 and seat 10 guests, and individual seats are available for $300.  Tickets to the final four championship will be auctioned off at the event, as will 6 tickets in a private suite for the Houston Rockets vs. the San Antonio Spurs on April 1st.  Pro-Vision is also raffling off two tickets to the Final Four Semi-Finals.  All proceeds will benefit the young men of Pro-Vision.  

 

To find out more information, or to purchase tables, general admission seating, or raffle tickets, visit provisionschool.org.

 


	
	I hope you've enjoyed reading about what's going on at Pro-Vision.  If you're ever in the area, feel free to stop by and see for yourself the difference we're making in the lives of Houston's young men.

 

Sincerely,
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Roynell Young

Founder & CEO



	


