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	In this issue... 
:: The Great Debaters
:: Warriors on the Court and in the Classroom
:: Vision Academy Expansion
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 Happy New Year!  

Welcome to the January 2011 edition of the Pro-Vision newsletter.  The Pro-Vision family is excited about the prospect of the coming year.  Our resolution this year is to enlarge our community of supporters through improved communication.  One way that supporters like yourself can help is by following us on Facebook, Twitter, and You Tube, and encouraging others to do the same.   

 

This week we are excited to welcome guest writer James Bill, a Pro-Vision 8th grader, who will be filling us in on the Debate Team's recent tournament performance.  We will also get the scoop on the Pro-Vision basketball team and visit the new Vision Academy classrooms.


	The Great Debaters
By Pro-Vision Student James Bill
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(from left to right) Daniel Mason, Orlando Victorine, and Briston Thorton

On December 11th, the Pro-Vision Debate Team traveled to a debate tournament at Klein High School.  Among the debaters in attendance were Briston Thorton, Daniel Mason, and Orlando Victorine. This was one of the largest tournaments of the season, and all the top debate teams from Houston were there.  When asked how they felt when they first walked into the school, Briston, Daniel, and Orlando all responded that they had a lot of butterflies, because they didn't know what they were getting into.  

 

During debate rounds, debaters are questioned by their opponents, which can be a nerve racking experience.  Daniel said that he knew there was going to be hard questions, but that he was ready for them. On the other hand, Orlando and Briston thought that because their opponents were middle school students like themselves, the questions weren't going to be too hard. They said they had a rude awakening, because the questions were often difficult. Despite this, they believe they learned a lot from the experience.

 

At the end of the day, all the debaters said they enjoyed the tournament and learned a lot.  Also, Briston advanced to the semi-finals in impromptu speaking out of a field of 90 speakers.

 

 

Warrior Basketball
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Point Gaurd Michael McDonald

  

The Pro-Vision basketball season is well under way, and the Pro-Vision Warriors are making an impression upon the Texas Charter School Athletic Association.  Despite being composed of only 9th graders, the Warriors have managed to remain competitive in a league that is predominately populated by 11th and 12th graders.  The Warriors, coached by Benjamin Garrett and lead by Point Guard Carlos Thompson and Forward Justin White, have remained close in every game this season and refuse to quit.  "Coach Garrett really pushes us to do our best," says shooting guard Xavier Rashell. 
 
The Warriors are temporarily competing at Mount Hebron church while funding is raised to construct a new basketball gym on the Pro-Vision campus.  The Warriors had previously practiced at To God be the Glory church, which is now undergoing renovations.  "It's been a challenge coordinating practice off campus," says Coach Garrett "but the students and parents have shown great dedication."
 
As with all Pro-Vision extra curricular activities, members of the basketball team must have a B average or better to compete.  "It's not hard to keep your grades up," says Point Guard Michael McDonald "because the opportunity to play basketball is a good motivator."   

Vision Academy Expansion
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 Vision Academy students returned from the winter break to find they had a little more elbow room to work with.  Over the break, the final touches were made on the temporary Vision Academy classrooms, which are located behind the main educational building.  Each room houses 16 computer work stations and a separate restroom.  Class size has been cut in half, with the student to teacher ratio now being 16:1.  "The extra space has given us more flexibility," says Vision Academy coach Julius Cave, "but sometimes we miss being connected to the rest of the school."
 
Funds are currently being raised to build a permanent Vision Academy wing to the main educational building.  

	
	Make it your resolution this year to become more involved in the life of a young man.  There are a number of ways to get involved at Pro-Vision, including volunteering,  spreading the word, and making a contribution.   Make a difference today!

Sincerely,
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Roynell Young

Founder and CEO



	


