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Greetings! 
Welcome to the November 2010 Edition of the Pro-Vision Newsletter.  This month we find out what's been growing on the Urban Farm, meet some talented young Pro-Vision artists, and learn about recent and upcoming Pro-Vision events. If you'd like to learn more about the life changing work that is happening at Pro-Vision, check us out on the web at our newly redesigned website.



	

	Home Grown:  Notes from Pro-Vision's Urban Farm by Kay Harnden
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Pro-Vision Middle School 6th Grader Keenan Greene
This season we have focused on several varieties of southern peas.  Not only are they good to eat, but they also nourish the soil by adding nitrogen, which will be available to the next crops that we plant.  This is called "green manure" and is an integral part of our overall farm practices.  The peas that we have grown include standard black-eyes, crowders, and pink-eyed cowpeas.  So far, we have harvested close to 40 pounds of peas, which are being sold at two weekly farmers markets in Houston.  We made our first dollar on our farm fresh produce on September 26th.  Other crops this season include Zinnias, Armenian Cucumbers, and Burgundy Okra.  These are also popular at the markets.  Once these crops are finished we will be focusing on winter crops such as Kale, Cabbage, Broccoli, Lettuces, and herbs.  We also have plans to add two rows of strawberries.
 
All crops are grown sustainably meaning we use only organic pesticides and fertilizers.  Our goal is to nourish the soil, which will then produce healthy plants, and ultimately nourish our community by making available the best quality produce possible.  We plant flowers and herbs to attract beneficial insects that help keep the bad bugs in check.  It's working!  Lady Bugs, Assassin Bugs, and even lizards have been spotted in the garden.  Butterflies and honey bees have also found our garden irresistible, and are doing their part to pollinate the peas and cucumbers. 
 
The garden here at Pro-Vision has the added benefit of nourishing the soul.  On one sunny day last week, I was working with a boy who was brought to me because he was having trouble with his teacher.  We picked peas and chatted, and before long, unprovoked, he said "this is helping me." He returned to class calm and with a sense of accomplishment.  I sent him home with a pound of peas and some Zinnias that he picked for his mom.  The garden offers these unanticipated gifts. It's not only a place where food is grown.  It's also a place where people are healed and relationships are mended. 
Art Wares
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Vision Academy 10th Grader Quentin Bell 
Since 2006, local artist and business owner Kathryn Lanier-Hunt and her team from The Potter's Wheel have been working with Pro-Vision students weekly to produce original ceramic and mosaic art work.  The goal of the program was to offer constructive ways for young men to express their feelings and emotions. Since males are largely kinesthetic learners, the tactile nature of pottery and mosaic art was a logical choice.  The program was designed to utilize recycled objects and-through the sale of these items  - offer Pro-Vision students a concrete way of contributing to their own education.  "Its an inspiring thing," says Vision Academy 9th grader Willie Turner.  "It calms me down while also boosting my creativity."
 
The Vision Store on the Pro-Vision website is stocked a wide variety of ceramics from this program.  With the holiday season approaching, why not make your gift meaningful by purchasing art wares made by Pro-Vision students and sold to benefit Pro-Vision?



	Recent and Upcoming Events 
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HCC Awards Pro-Vision $10,000 - October 28th
Pro-Vision was the proud recipient of a generous contribution from Houston Community College's ("HCC") Annual Fall Golf Classic.  Pro-Vision received $10,000 from this event, which also benefited HCC's Minority Male Initiative Summer Bridge Academy, an academic summer experience that will bring success to minority males in high school and beyond.  Pro-Vision 5th grader, Jerrion Dukes, showing impressive skill on the golf course, participated in the tournament and accepted the award on Pro-Vision's behalf.
Vision Academy Football: State Finalists - October 31st
In only its first season of competition, the Vision Academy Warriors Flag Football team made it to the State finals in Austin, placing 6th in the state at the completion of the post-season -an impressive finish for the first year participating in The Texas Charter School Athletic & Academic League.  
 
Community Leaders Luncheon - November 4th 
[image: image3.jpg]



Vision Academy Principal Benjamin Garett and the young men of Pro-Vision perform the poem "Attitude", by Chuck Swindoll at the Community Leaders Luncheon
Over 100 guests visited the Pro-Vision campus for the Community Leaders Luncheon, which was chaired by Pro-Vision board member Willie J. Alexander and emceed by Gina Gaston of KTRK ABC 13.  Lunch was donated by Frenchy's, and the event was underwritten by Amegy Bank of Texas and Enterprise Advisory Services, Inc.
  

Public Hearing - December 8th
Pro-Vision will be hosting a public hearing on December 8, 2010 at 6:00 on the Pro-Vision campus to receive community feedback on its application to become a Texas Open-Enrollment Charter School. 
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Thanks for taking the time to keep updated on all that is happening at Pro-Vision.  We hope that you and your loved ones have a happy and fulfilling holiday season!

Sincerely,
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Roynell Young

Founder & CEO



(from left to right) HCC Trustee Christopher W. Oliver, District IX; Steve Fyke, Pro-Vision; Jerrion Dukes, Pro-Vision; HCC Board Chair Dr. Michael P. Williams, District IV; Roynell Young, Pro-Vision; HCC Trustee Eva Lordeo, District VIII; HCC Trustee Bruce A. Austin, District II.








