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			Greetings!   

Welcome to the October 2010 edition of the Pro-Vision Newsletter.  In this issue, we welcome a new member to the Pro-Vision community, learn about one of Pro-Vision's innovative programs, meet the Pro-Vision football team, and wish a happy retirement to a longtime Pro-Vision supporter.  We hope the following articles will inform and excite you about the important work that Pro-Vision is doing in the lives of Houston's youth.
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	Men of Tomorrow 

	 
[image: Men of Tommorow]Pro-Vision launched the Men of Tomorrow initiative in 2005.  This innovative program invites different local leaders and entrepreneurs to speak to students on Thursday mornings, exposing them to individuals who have charted successful careers or done things with their lives that Pro-Vision's young men would not have otherwise encountered. Students are required to wear shirt and tie on these Thursdays to emphasize how young men need to look when they enter the workforce.  
 
At Pro-Vision the belief is that a person can change his life once he changes his mind and his self perception. Exposing students to individuals with interesting and successful stories is an important piece of that long term strategy.  Presentations include a description of that person's work as well as a reflection on how they became the person that they are.  The Men of Tomorrow program is focused on bringing as many male role models to Pro-Vision as possible and often speakers have come from neighborhoods and homes similar to Pro-Vision students.  
Lack of exposure to career or educational paths is a serious handicap for youngsters raised in underserved neighborhoods as this limits the aspirations and imaginations of young people who are not aware of the range of choices they have.  "Students have gotten a lot out of these presentations because they simply do not have many examples of men who break the cycle of low expectations that defines their neighborhoods" said Middle School Principal Vaughn Brock.  This kind of enrichment programming has helped young men begin to see their own potential as well as the importance of education, a solid work ethic, and determination.  

Last week Sgt. First Class Pickett of the US Army's 340th Chemical Company, along with several colleagues, talked to the young men about choices and the importance of listening.  Sgt Pickett was a charismatic and engaging speaker, conveying to the boys the value of hard work, careful preparation and good listening.  Students were also able to take a closer look at the vehicles and equipment that the unit uses and ask probing questions.
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	The Warriors Jersey Presentation

	 
[image: Jersey's]To rousing applause and the chanting of "Warriors, Warriors" Pro-Vision students and staff cheered as 12 Middle School students and 13 high school students rose to accept their numbered Flag Football team jerseys.  It's the dawning of a new era in Pro-Vision history as flag football plays its first season and the enthusiasm in the cafeteria was obvious.  Coach Benjamin Garrett introduced each player with the self-confidence of an NFL Color Commentator as cheers and applause filled the room for each player as he marched up through the crowd to receive his jersey.  Pro-Vision students who wish to be on the team must maintain an 80% GPA with minimal disciplinary reports.  
 
There were only a few young men who will have to sit out this next game due to behavior issues and/or academic performance, but it was important to applaud them and recognize their desire to be a part of a team.  "It's like saying, we really care about you and believe in you no matter what" said head Coach Benjimin Garrett, Pro-Vision Athletic Director and Assistant Principal.   "Sports provide these incredible 'teachable moments' in a school setting" added Chief Administrator Carrie Tate who was the driving force behind the flag football program.  "It is a way of communicating the values of the whole community and staying on a team is a wonderful incentive."  
 
Pro-Vision is all about creating a community, and team sports are opportunities to applaud the efforts of individuals.  This public recognition helps to frame the new school year with the positive expectations Pro-Vision seeks to implant in each student.  Having the flag football team has helped Pro-Vision staff strengthen the community spirit at the beginning of the school year when a significant number of students are working hard to modify their behavior and bring up their grades.  "One of the reasons we wanted this team was because it does so much for the whole school community.  It pulls us together and gives students a glimpse of what it means to be a valued member of a team" stated Ms. Tate. "Football is more than a game.  It teaches principals that these young men will use for the rest of their lives." Added Coach Garrett.
 
The Middle School Team is 4 and 3, with the outside chance of competing in the Texas Charter School Academic and Athletic League playoffs in Austin at the end of the month if they win the next two games.  The High School team is 7 and 1 and are in first place going into the playoffs in Austin.
 
The 2010 Pro-Vision Warriors
 
Middle School: 
Keddrick King, Kavonte Hill, Brian Smith, Herman Johnson, Wilson Simmons, Lonnie Collins, Malcolm Tate, Xavian Randell, Cordah Shaffell, Davion Jackson, Brandon Prince, Darius Thomas. 
 
High School:
Curtis Jones , Alonzo Irving, Reddrick Timmer, Greg Lacy, Stephen Polidore, Edgar Celado, Carlos Thompson , Andre McLaurin, Chester Wright, Dalon Schultz, Jacorey Miller, Justin White, Trevione Philips.
 
Coaches: Benjamin Garrett and Edison. 
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	Pro-Vision Honors Deborah Singleton 

	 
[image: Singleton]Last week, Pro-Vision staff and students gathered to honor Ms. Deborah Singleton's retirement from 38 years of service within HISD.  Her last position was as Regional Superintendent for Alternative and Charter Schools, giving schools like Pro-Vision a voice and a face.  However, Singleton's involvement with Pro-Vision goes back to those first basketball games behind Welch Middle School where she was the Principal.  Her active support of founders Roynell Young and Mike Anderson and their efforts was essential in getting Pro-Vision off the ground.  "She believed in what we were doing and that allowed others to believe in what we are doing and the rest, as they say, is history.  Pro-Vision would not be what it is today without Deborah Singleton.  It's as simple as that" said Pro-Vision Chief Administrator Carrie Tate.
 
Pro-Vision's staff and students surprised Singleton with a bouquet of long stem roses and a group recitation of the Pro-Vision credo, "What Measure of Men are We."  The gathering was a lesson in graciousness, as well as an opportunity to show students that there are people like Singleton who have believed in them and worked tirelessly on their behalf.  Noted Founder and CEO Roynell Young, "When I think about Deborah Singleton, I think about this one day in the beginning, when after we had outgrown the basketball court where we started, I blew the whistle and said 'Those of you who are interested in living a life that makes sense, with purpose, come with us.' I waited a minute, turned and walked toward the storefront we had recently acquired.  I did not turn around until I got there.  I really did not know if anyone of them would be behind me, but 65 young men were behind me and what they did not realize was that Deborah Singleton was right behind them and she has had Pro-Vision's back ever since." 
 
Ms. Singleton continues to serve on the Pro-Vision Advisory Board.  





		



	Thank you for taking the time to keep up to date on all that is happening in the Pro-Vision community.  Because seeing is believing, we encourage you to bring your friends and loved ones to the Pro-Vision campus for a site visit, so that they may see for themselves the difference that relationships make.  

Sincerely,
 

Roynell Young
Roynell Young
Founder & CEO 
 






		
	Upcoming Events

	 
October 23 - Katy Taylor Speech and Debate Tournament
 
October 23 - Flag Football - Pro-Vision vs. Walipp
 
November 4 - Community Leaders Luncheon
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	Jeff Van Gundy Joins the Pro-Vision Board of Directors

	[image: Van Gundy]

	
The Pro-Vision Board of Directors welcomed a new member this week.  Jeff Van Gundy, former coach of the Houston Rockets and current ESPN commentator has joined the Pro-Vision Board of Directors.  "We are thrilled to have Jeff.  He has already been a great friend to Pro-Vision and given his commitments to family and work, we are very honored that he has joined the Board" said Alan Hassenflu, Chairman.  

Coach Van Gundy came   to Pro-Vision for a visit    and   a tour on the recommendation of his wife Kim. "Really being on that campus and hearing Coach Roy describe his vision was very powerful.  When you see these boys on that expansive campus, hearing Coach Roy talk about how Pro-Vision got started - it's hard NOT to be inspired" said Van Gundy, who will speak at the upcoming November 4th luncheon at Pro-Vision.  "As a coach, I know that performance is so much about attitude and expectation so I felt like I really understood Coach Roy's underlying message and focus and I am really thrilled to be a part of it."   
After a visit to the campus several months ago, Coach Van Gundy agreed to speak at a Pro-Vision gathering earlier this year.  "Jeff seemed to understand where we were coming from right away and was able to speak passionately and genuinely about the core ideas that make Pro-Vision a unique place" noted founder and CEO Roynell Young.  
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