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	Coming Events 
 

	September 25 - Football - Pro-Vision Warriors vs. NWP, Vision Academy vs. Central Stem
 
October 2 - Football - Pro-Vision vs. Serenity, Vision Academy vs. TEKOA
 
October 9 - Football - Pro-Vision vs. SER Nino's, Vision Academy vs. STEM West
 
October 16 - Football - Pro-Vision vs. HGA
 
October 18 - 5th Annual Golf Tournament at Westwood CC
 
October 23 - Speech and Debate Tournament at Katy Taylor High School
 
October 23 - Football - Pro-Vision vs. Walipp
 
November 4 - Community Leaders Luncheon
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	Coach Cave's Speech at the Corporate Luncheon 

	[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs038/1103454892906/img/52.jpg]

	On September 14th, the Pro-Vision community gathered for a luncheon celebrating the people and corporations who have supported Pro-Vision.  With the help of Marlene Mercado of Dupont and Melinda Spaulding of Fox 26, Pro-Vision supporters enjoyed a lunch and tour of the Pro-Vision campus.  The following edited remarks were offered by Vision Academy teacher Julius Cave.
 
"...Plants need proper materials such as water, light, and a growing medium such as soil in order to sprout, grow, and survive.  The rose that grows from the concrete is a remarkable sight, admired for its unlikely growth...Pro-Vision knows that not only can one rose grow from the concrete, but that a whole rose garden can flourish in this seemingly desolate environment.  
 
Pro-Vision says, 'Forget the tiny amount of soil found in the tiny cracks in the concrete.  We are going to take our hard hats, our jack hammers, our chisels and do whatever it takes to bust up and get rid of that concrete.'
 
Our students, our seeds, enter weighed down by social, emotional, and academic concrete.  They come with a myriad of challenges, from anger management to a lack of discipline. They are behind socially and academically and have had to fend for themselves in a world that feeds them a steady diet of negative messages. 
                   
Pro-Vision's continued duty is to provide the environment where that concrete can be chiseled away.  The Community Garden and Urban Farm are not the only places for growing here at Pro-Vision.  Every classroom is fertile ground.  A garden nurtured by intellectual and moral growth. When students walk in team check, fertile ground is laid through discipline.  When a teacher conducts a lesson plan based on the student's needs, fertile ground is laid through academics. When a coach calms a student through a discussion of their issues, fertile ground is being laid through managing anger.   And when a staff member puts their arms around a young man and says I care for you, I want the best for you, and I believe in you, fertile ground is being laid through meaningful relationships.  
 
And then something dynamic, remarkable and truly amazing happens.  Our students begin to hope.  They begin to believe in themselves and in their ability grow into smart, prepared, and productive members of society. - Individuals who know that they can live a life of their own choosing.  That seed now truly believes it can flourish and blossom into a rose."
 






			Welcome Back!
 
We are now one month into the 2010-2011 school year, and the Pro-Vision campus is buzzing with activity!  The articles below highlight just a few of the many events and activities that have been taking place on and off the Pro-Vision campus.  For more information on what we're up to, check us out on Facebook or at our newly revamped website.  
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	Flag Football Season Begins

	  
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs038/1103454892906/img/51.jpg]Flag football competition has started at Pro-Vision for the middle and high schools.  Pro-Vision has joined the Texas Charter School Academic & Athletic League and is playing against other schools in the league building the kind of program that will eventually fill the stands and line the field with cheering parents, staff, fellow students and others. 
 
Students who maintain a cumulative grade point average of 80% will be allowed to participate.    "We want to offer our students more opportunities to be active and outdoors" said Athletic Director and Assistant Principal Benjamin Garrett. Until recently, Pro-Vision's only after school sports opportunities included basketball, boxing and archery.  
 
As Pro-Vision looks toward completing the capital expansion that will eventually include a gym, track, lighting and bleachers, sports and physical fitness remain a primary objective.  Athletics are especially important in educating boys.  "It's almost criminal to expect them to sit behind a desk all day.  They need to be active and most also respond to a healthy dose of competition" noted Founder and CEO Roynell Young.  "Flag Football is also a way to build sportsmanship and also a way to develop the ability to think and work as a team.  These are key concepts in developing young men of character who will be ready to tackle new challenges with maturity and confidence.  We are building teams and confidence and healthy individuals here and sports are an important aspect of that process." 
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	Cultivating a Dream: A Community Partner Spotlight on Asakura and Robinson Company

	  
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs038/1103454892906/img/53.png]One of the unique features about Pro-Vision is the fact that it sits on a 21 acre campus in the middle of an urban neighborhood.  Pro-Vision's multi-purpose building occupies only an acre and one half of this expanse, leaving the rest to the minds and imaginations of Pro-Vision.  One of Pro-Vision's visionary partners who have assisted in developing Pro-Vision's realm is Mr. Keiji Asakura of Asakura Robinson Company - one of Houston's most well regarded architectural landscaping firms.  
 
Mr. Asakura's distinct mark is all over the design of the Urban Farm which he helped develop with a group of students and staff.  "I am interested in the impact of landscape design on community-wide problems such as childhood obesity.  I see these kinds of projects and their end result as something that connects people to their community."  The students who worked with Mr. Asakura to grow a plan learned the entire process, from defining the goals to surveying the land.  The group learned a process that is largely invisible to underserved youth who rarely receive exposure to the field of architecture.  Mr. Asakura and his colleagues donated their efforts and in so doing helped launch young men into the world with the basic skills one needs to create a life of their own choosing.  These included the ability to work collaboratively and acquire technical competence that can be applied in a various professions.  
 
Pro-Vision is indeed fortunate to have Mr. Asakura as a part of the Pro-Vision community.  His efforts will continue to make a positive impact on the lives of students and the Sunnyside neighborhood.
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	Manhood Promotion Ceremony

	  
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs038/1103454892906/img/54.jpg]On Saturday September 18, over 100 students, coaches, parents, and invited guests attended the Fall 2010 Manhood Development Academy promotion ceremony.  Of the 21 students up for promotion, 11 were promoted from visitor to lead, 7 from lead to nickel, and 3 from nickel to steel.  The promotions of Marqua Luckey and Malcolm Tate from nickel to steel were particularly significant, as these students were the youngest men to reach the level of steel in the 20 year history of the Academy.  Promotion in the Academy is based on the completion of the Academy Activity Cycle, which requires that participants successfully complete mental/moral challenges, cultural exposure events, and community service projects.  Additionally, applicants must formally apply to the leadership of the Academy for promotion and pass a physical fitness test.
 
After the promotion ceremony, members of the Academy performed the poem "What Manner of Men are We", which is the mantra of the Academy.  Speaking at the ceremony was Opel Simmons from Representative Borris Miles' office, who reminded the audience that in school and in life, slow and steady wins the race.  The ceremony closed with the presentation of a $50,000 check from the Borris Miles Insurance Company, and a speech from the Founder and CEO of Pro-Vision, Roynell Young.










	




		We hope this newsletter has helped to shed light on the life changing work that is happening here at Pro-Vision.  If you or someone you know would like to become involved in what we do here, please do not hesitate to contact us.
 
 
Sincerely,
 

Roynell Young 
Founder and CEO







		 Pro-Vision 
4590 Wilmington, Houston, Texas 77051 
 Phone: 713-748-0030  Fax:713-748-0037
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